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Ford and M-Sport reveal Puma Rally1 WRC prototype 
 
• M-Sport Ford World Rally Team unveils new, hybrid Puma Rally1 car that will compete in 

the FIA World Rally Championship from 2022 
 

• New WRC challenger reflects the electrified, fun-to-drive appeal of the road-going Ford 
Puma compact SUV with prototype making its global debut at Goodwood Festival of Speed  

 

• Puma Rally1 features a plug-in hybrid powertrain and will use a 100 per cent sustainable 
fossil-free fuel in competition from next year 

 
COLOGNE, Germany, July 8, 2021 – The M-Sport Ford World Rally Team (WRT) today 
revealed for the first time a prototype of the new Puma Rally1 rally car that will help usher in an 
exciting new era of electrified competition in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) from 
2022. 
 
Making its global public debut at the Goodwood Festival of Speed, the M-Sport Ford Puma 
Rally1 features a next-generation hybrid powertrain that seamlessly combines the performance 
of a championship-winning, turbocharged 1.6-litre EcoBoost petrol engine with a sophisticated 
100 kW electric motor and 3.9 kWh battery. 
 
The ultimate expression of the fun-to-drive appeal offered to customers in the Ford Puma 
compact SUV, 1 the new rally car also reflects Ford’s commitment to going all-in on 
electrification. The company earlier this year announced that 100 per cent of its passenger 
vehicle range in Europe will be zero-emissions capable, all-electric or plug-in hybrid by mid-
2026; moving to all-electric by 2030. 
 
The electrifying performance of the Puma Rally1 prototype will from July 8-10 be demonstrated 
on the famous Goodwood hill climb, driven by M-Sport Ford WRT driver Adrien Fourmaux and 
M-Sport Ford test driver Matthew Wilson, before being used as a development car ahead of the 
2022 season. 
 
“Ford is 100 per cent committed to an electrified future, and the white heat of competition has 
been responsible for many of the innovations that appear in our road cars today,” said 
Mark Rushbrook, global director, Ford Performance. “The M-Sport Ford Puma Rally1 will put 
hybrid power to the ultimate test, and prove that the technology is capable of delivering thrilling 
performance.” 
 
M-Sport Ford earlier this year announced its commitment to a new three-year agreement 
introducing hybrid technology to the top tier of global rally sport. The sophisticated new plug-in 
hybrid powertrain will provide competition-level performance as well as the ability to travel 
through towns, cities and service parks between stages using pure-electric power.  
 
The Puma Rally1’s hybrid system operates using similar principles to the Puma EcoBoost 
Hybrid road car. The powertrain captures energy normally lost during braking and coasting and 
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stores it in a battery that can power an electric motor to enhance the road car’s fuel efficiency or 
provide a performance boost – in the case of Puma Rally1 as much as 100 kW for multiple 
boosts of up to three seconds during competitive driving.  
 
Like the plug-in hybrid technology available to Ford customers on vehicles including the 
Kuga Plug-In Hybrid, the battery pack can also be recharged using an external power source at 
service points between stages, with a recharge taking approximately 25 minutes. Weighing 
95 kg, the hybrid system is liquid- and air-cooled and housed in a ballistic-strength casing to 
resist the impact of debris and g-forces in the event of an accident. 
 
In addition, FIA WRC Rally1 competitors will use a fossil-free fuel from the 2022 season, 
blending synthetic and bio-degradable elements to produce a fuel that is 100 per cent 
sustainable. 
 
“The new era of WRC cars is one of the biggest technological advancements in WRC to date. 
The introduction of the hybrid means that the cars will be more powerful than ever whilst also 
directly reflecting the powertrains within their road going counterparts,” said Malcolm Wilson 
OBE, managing director, M-Sport. “The switch to the Puma is very exciting with the name 
already having rally heritage, the car looks fantastic and I cannot wait to see it at the start line of 
the famous Monte Carlo Rally in early 2022. 
 
“Launching this new car at Goodwood is also very special, being one of the most iconic events 
in the Motorsport calendar. I and the whole of M-Sport look forward to continuing the very 
successful partnership with Ford to deliver results and keep Ford at the forefront during this new 
and very exciting era,” Wilson said. 
 
Ford has been a continuous partner with M-Sport since 1997, securing seven FIA World Rally 
Championships and more than 1,500 stage wins. The new Puma Rally1 will replace the M-Sport 
Ford Fiesta WRC, which has secured three World Rally Championship titles since its 
introduction in 2017. 
 
Offering powerful, responsive performance and optimised fuel efficiency using 48-volt mild-
hybrid powertrain technology, the Ford Puma introduced Ford’s acclaimed fun-to-drive 
dynamics and head-turning design to the compact SUV segment. 
 
#FOS  #GW_Ford  #FordPumaRally1  #FordPerformance  #FunToDrive   
 

# # # 
 

1 Ford Puma homologated CO2 emissions 117-155 g/km and homologated fuel efficiency 4.5-6.8 l/100 km 
WLTP. CO2 emission and fuel efficiency ranges may vary according to vehicle variants offered by 
individual markets. 
 
The declared WLTP fuel/energy consumptions, CO2 emissions and electric range are determined 
according to the technical requirements and specifications of the European Regulations (EC) 715/2007 
and (EU) 2017/1151 as last amended. The applied standard test procedures enable comparison between 
different vehicle types and different manufacturers. 
 

### 
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Ford Motor Company (NYSE: F) is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan, that is committed to 
helping build a better world, where every person is free to move and pursue their dreams.  The 
company’s Ford+ plan for growth and value creation combines existing strengths, new capabilities and 
always-on relationships with customers to enrich experiences for and deepen the loyalty of those 
customers.  Ford designs, manufactures, markets and services a full line of connected, increasingly 
electrified passenger and commercial vehicles:  Ford trucks, utility vehicles, vans and cars, and Lincoln 
luxury vehicles.  The company is pursuing leadership positions in electrification, connected vehicle 
services and mobility solutions, including self-driving technology, and provides financial services through 
Ford Motor Credit Company.  Ford employs about 186,000 people worldwide.  More information about the 
company, its products and Ford Motor Credit Company is available at corporate.ford.com. 
 
Ford of Europe is responsible for producing, selling and servicing Ford brand vehicles in 50 individual 
markets and employs approximately 43,000 employees at its wholly owned facilities and consolidated 
joint ventures and approximately 55,000 people when unconsolidated businesses are included. In 
addition to Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Europe operations include Ford Customer Service Division 
and 14 manufacturing facilities (10 wholly owned facilities and four unconsolidated joint venture facilities). 
The first Ford cars were shipped to Europe in 1903 – the same year Ford Motor Company was founded. 
European production started in 1911. 
 
 
Ford in Belgium & Luxemburg 
Ford Belgium distributes Ford vehicles and Ford original parts in Belgium & Luxemburg, since 1922. 
Ford Lommel Proving Ground is the lead test facility for validation of all Ford models in Europe, with 
approximately 390 employees.  
 

### 
 

Contact: 
Jo Declercq – Directeur Communications & Public Affairs – 02.482.21.03 – jdecler2@ford.com 
Julien Libioul – Press Officer – 02.482.21.05 – jlibioul@ford.com 
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