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Ford SuperVan 4.2 races to the clouds with refined EV power & 
aerodynamics for 101st Pikes Peak International Hill Climb 

 

• Ford Performance is heading to the legendary Pikes Peak International Hill Climb with the 
electric SuperVan 4.2, an all-electric demonstrator vehicle redesigned from SuperVan 4 for 
optimal hill climb competitiveness 
 

• Ford vehicles have been competing at Pikes Peak since the first event in 1916, which saw a 
Model T racing up the mountain 
 

• For 2023’s effort, motorsports icon Romain Dumas will pilot SuperVan 4.2 
 

• Pikes Peak International Hill Climb winds up 156 turns and 4,725 feet to a finish line sitting 
14,115 feet above sea level 

 
PIKES PEAK, Colo., June 21, 2023 – Ford Performance is gearing up for the 101st running of 
The Broadmoor Pikes Peak International Hill Climb brought to you by Gran Turismo with an 
electrifying entry – the all-new, improved Ford SuperVan 4.2. This highly anticipated event will 
showcase the refined all-electric demonstrator’s groundbreaking design, advanced technologies 
and unique features that optimize its performance for the challenging hill climb. 

With a history dating back to a Ford Model T in the inaugural race in 1916, Ford vehicles have 
consistently left their mark on the iconic Pikes Peak International Hill Climb. This year, 
motorsports legend Romain Dumas will take the wheel of SuperVan 4.2 in his eighth 
appearance at the event, with his vast experience and exceptional skill set making him the 
perfect choice to continue Ford’s rich tradition at America’s most renowned mountain race. 

Ford Performance and the experts at STARD Advanced Research and Development joined 
forces once again to create SuperVan 4.2 specifically designed to conquer America’s mountain 
and showcase the extreme limits of electric power. As the automotive industry charges forward 
into an electrified future, SuperVan 4.2 takes center stage, demonstrating the immense potential 
of electric vehicles in motorsports. With its revised aerodynamics and specific hill climb 
powertrain, the SuperVan 4.2 is set to electrify the legendary Pikes Peak International Hill 
Climb. 

“Together with our STARD partners, we have built the E-Transit SuperVan 4.2 to be a truly 
competitive machine focused on getting to the top of the mountain quickly,” said Mark 
Rushbrook, Global Director, Ford Performance Motorsports. “The Pikes Peak Hill Climb 
presents the perfect opportunity to showcase Ford’s electric vehicle technology and bring light 
to EV Performance.” 
 
The SuperVan 4.2, refined from the SuperVan 4, has undergone a complete redesign of 
aerodynamics specifically engineered to cut through the high-altitude air of the Pikes Peak 
atmosphere while increasing downforce – over 4,400 pounds at 150 miles per hour. Key 
features to aero include a lightweight carbon fiber rear spoiler and front splitter, both assisting 
SuperVan 4.2 to stay planted to the winding roads of the mountain. The chassis of SuperVan 
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4.2 also underwent a weight reduction to improve overall balance and provide agility through the 
twist of the mountain roads.  
Refinements have also been made to the powertrain. By reducing the number of STARD UHP 
6-phase motors from four to three, and utilizing STARD’s Ultra High Performance Li-Polymer 
NMC pouch cells, the van achieves an optimal power-to-weight ratio while retaining its all-
wheel-drive system with one motor powering the front and two in the rear. With over 1,050 kW 
(1,400 horsepower) combined discharge power at its disposal, the SuperVan 4.2 can unleash its 
full potential while also leveraging the battery's new 600 kW regeneration performance for 
optimal energy utilization.  

“The Ford Performance and STARD teams have been hard at work optimizing SuperVan 4.2 for 
the Pikes Peak Hill Climb,” said Mike Norton, WRC Program Supervisor & Motorsports 
Regulations and Homologation, Ford Performance. “From the aero to the revised electric 
powertrain, I believe our run times on the mountain will be worth tuning in for.” 
 
Diving into the chassis, Ford Performance and STARD equipped SuperVan 4.2 with a revised 
regenerative braking system with carbon ceramic brake discs, magnesium forged wheels 
wrapped in Pirelli P Zero™ race tires, upgraded driveshafts, a perspex windscreen, and a 
minimalist race interior to remove any weight that is not mandatory to SuperVan 4.2 completing 
its best possible time on the mountain. 

The Pikes Peak International Hill Climb is set to take place on Sunday, June 25. For more 
information on the event, visit https://ppihc.org/. Don’t miss the live race broadcast on YouTube. 

 

# # # 
 
 

About Ford Motor Company 
Ford Motor Company (NYSE: F) is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan, committed to helping 
build a better world, where every person is free to move and pursue their dreams.  The company’s Ford+ 
plan for growth and value creation combines existing strengths, new capabilities and always-on 
relationships with customers to enrich experiences for customers and deepen their loyalty.  Ford develops 
and delivers innovative, must-have Ford trucks, sport utility vehicles, commercial vans and cars and 
Lincoln luxury vehicles, along with connected services.  The company does that through three customer-
centered business segments:  Ford Blue, engineering iconic gas-powered and hybrid vehicles; Ford 
Model e, inventing breakthrough EVs along with embedded software that defines exceptional digital 
experiences for all customers; and Ford Pro, helping commercial customers transform and expand their 
businesses with vehicles and services tailored to their needs.  Additionally, Ford is pursuing mobility 
solutions through Ford Next, and provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company.  Ford 
employs about 173,000 people worldwide.  More information about the company and its products and 
services is available at corporate.ford.com. 
 
 
Ford, a global American brand woven into the fabric of Europe for more than 100 years, is committed to 
freedom of movement that goes hand-in-hand with looking after the planet and each other. The 
company’s Ford+ plan, with Model e, Ford Pro and the Ford Blue business units is accelerating its 
European transformation to an all-electric and carbon neutral future by 2035. The company is driving 
forward with bold, new EVs, each one designed with European drivers in mind and innovating with 
services to help people connect, communities grow, and businesses thrive. Selling and servicing Ford 
vehicles in 50 individual European markets, operations also include the Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford 
Customer Service Division and 14 manufacturing facilities (eight wholly owned and six unconsolidated 
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joint venture facilities) with four centres based in Cologne, Germany; Valencia, Spain and at our joint 
venture in Craiova, Romania and Kocaeli, Türkiye.  Ford employs approximately 34,000 people at its 
wholly owned facilities and consolidated joint ventures and approximately 54,000 people including 
unconsolidated businesses across Europe. More information about the company, its products and Ford 
Credit is available at corporate.ford.com. 
 
Ford in Belgium & Luxemburg 
Ford Belgium distributes Ford vehicles and Ford original parts in Belgium & Luxemburg, since 1922. 
Ford Lommel Proving Ground is the lead test facility for validation of all Ford models in Europe, with 
approximately 370 employees. 
Ford Lommel Proving Ground offers high end Drive Training for external companies, associations and 
private individuals.  
 

### 
 

Contact: 
Jo Declercq – Directeur Communications & Public Affairs – 02.482.21.03 – jdecler2@ford.com 
Julien Libioul – Press Officer – 02.482.21.05 – jlibioul@ford.com 
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